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“Kalos Orisate”, a phrase which resonates deep in Greek culture for
millenia, still holds true to this day. To welcome a visitor into their home
and treat them as honored guests was cons idered a great privi[ege, to
know them, an honor and to become ﬁriends, the ultimate giﬁ.

Choosing to stay at Achillieon Villas is the ﬁrst step in experiencing a
genuine Greek welcome, starting ﬁrom the vi“age of Gastouri which,
despite the millions who visit the pa[ace of Siss, has remained true to its
history and character; to its peop le who defend theirvalues and the
nature which still rules supreme.

Welcome to Achillieon Villas

Please take this magazine with you as a memory of your stay
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In the picturesque village of Gastouri, nestled in the heart of Corfu, our family's roots run
deep. It was here that our great-grandfather and grandfather spent their youth,
leaving an enduring legacy in the local community. With vision and dedication,
our great-grandfather revived the Gastouri Philharmonic, establishing its renown,
while also cementing the reputation of the village's band and theater, which
remain cultural cornerstones to this day.

HISTORY

Though we did not grow up in Gastouri, the memories of our childhood Easters
and summers spent here are vivid and unforgettable. Those moments, filled with warmth,
laughter, and carefree joy are etched deeply in our hearts.

We warmly welcome you to this special place, brimming with love and cherished, indelible
memories. We are certain that Gastouri will embrace and inspire you to create your own
unique, beautiful memories.
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Hidden deep in unadulterated
natural forests, the Achilleion
villas offer an escape into a
serenity interrupted only by
the song of birds, with some
of the island's best hiking and
bike routes out of the front

A thirty minute drive can transport you
to some of the finest beaches of Corfu,
Spa hotels, renowned restaurants, a
private marina, or Corfu town.

For a Greek island, Corfu has an
extraordinary number of inland villages,

but none as grand, or indeed famous, as
Gastouri, which owes its historical rise
to fame and fortune as the producer of
pots ‘'gastra, the very origine of its
name.

Yet, it was its natural qualities,
strategic location, abundance of water
and diverse vegetation, which attracted
wealthy families to establish their
homes well before the Achilleion Palace
was built, qualities which still stand
true today. Over a million people visit
the palace of Empress Sissi every year,
but few, very few will ever discover why
Empress Sissi chose this place.
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V illa SiSSi Upper house 187m2, capacity: 8 persons
Lower house 110m2, capacity: 6 persons

A traditional ‘Greek family’ home, to be precise, two separate homes in one
construction. Each with their own kitchen, sitting rooms and a total of 7
bedrooms, sharing a garden, pool and most importantly, the large outdoor dining
area with a stone built BBQ, making it the ideal choice for large families, or groups
of friends who enjay each other's company.

With comfortable access and parking, ample outdoor space for relaxation or fun
and games, family villa Sissi is an ideal launchpad from where to explore the island
and a gathering point to share memories.
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14 Guests
7 Bedrooms

" S—— 5 Double beds
\ 4 Single beds
. H Bathrooms




BBO

~=  Garden
StarLink wif]

Private parking




03

Villa Elizabeth wom s e

A modern luxury villa, which adheres to an interesting philosophy of providing all the
comfort and amenities to celebrate nature. The pool comes with a breathtaking view
of mount Ay. Deka, beautifully decorated with natural pebbles and surrounded by a
large green area, complemented with minimal furniture, offers several alternatives for
relaxation, play, party or dinners by the pool.

Accommodating 8 people in 4 bedrooms, two upstairs and two by the poolside, it can
keep energetic youths some distance from those in need of relaxation, yet the
unusually large sitting/dining/kitchen area can easily bring everyone back together.

Luxury Villa Elizabeth is the ideal choice for all those who want to enjoy the treasures
of nature in comfort, style, with the least amount of effort.
The true definition of luxury.



Gracefully inspired by Queen
Elizabeth, this peaceful retreat
offers a royal touch to your Corfu
escape.




8 Guests
§§¥ 4 Bedrooms




Pool
BBO
Garden
StarLink wif]

Private parking
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Blue, white and crimson have long been the defining colours of
the Greek islands, whd's idyllic beaches, traditional food, wild
parties and dreamy sunsets are now instagram hits all over the
world. Stereotypes which stand true for most of the 300 inhabited
islands, but not all. A handful of islands are so different from what
one might expect, they could almost be considered foreign, despite
being more authentic.

Some have resisted trends set by mass tourism, staying true to
their character, others cannot compete with more popular nearby
destinations and one, despite its popularity and extensive
development, stands out due to its extraordinary nature and
character, made world famous by the Durrel family through their
books, foundation and very recently, TV series.

Arriving by ship to the island, it may appear the captain missed a stop and went
straight on to Italy, if flying in, the view descending to Kapodistrias airport
looks more like a tropical, rather than a Greek island. Whichever way one arrives
attheisland, the first images already set the stage for something different.

Very Different.










Situated at the western corner of Greece,
it is the closest point to mainland Europe
by sea, making it the first port of call when
coming from Italy, a simple geographical
fact which has shaped both its history,
culture and architecture. The European
influences of the past 500 years are clearly
evident even today, yet Corfu is the only
part of Greece never to fall to the Ottomans,
which goes a long way to explain the 1000+
churches on the island, a staggering number
even by Greek standards. So put aside all
the stereotypes social media goes on about
the Greek islands and start a new page of
discovery of a very Greek island,

like no other.




Distinguishable from afar by its two imposing Venetian fortresses, the old
town of Corfu is reminiscent of Italy with its narrow streets, tall buildings
and earthy colours, hardly surprising as it was built by the Venetians during
the 16th century and later influenced by France and Britain, earning it a
UNESCO World heritage title.

The royal palace of St. Michael and St. George, now the Museum of Asian
Arts, Spianada, the largest square in the Balkans, which among others
hosts a cricket field, Liston, a beautiful example of French
architecture and flamboyance where the aristocracy would
parade, the palace of Mon Repo, birthplace of The Duke of

Edinburgh Prince Philip, are just a few of the highlights that
differentiate Corfu from all the other islands. For centuries it
hasbeen a cherished destination by many notable people from
allwalks of life, including celebrities, royalty, scholars and artists,
many of which have left their mark and are remembered to date.

Putting aside the countless highlights of the island for a moment,
the inquisitive traveller can find gems hidden in plain sight
everywhere from the backstreets of the old city, to the quaint
villages scattered across the hills of the north.
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Understandably, the old city is often
dismissed as nothing more than a tourist
attraction, but taking a few steps away
from the busy shops into the narrow back
streets quickly reveals a very different
picture.

Locals going about their daily lives,
enjoying privileges that no big town can
offer for any amount of money. Work,
schools, shopping, medical care,
entertainment, beaches, parks, sports,
the oldest university, theatre and tennis
club of Greece, a port and airport, a
subtropical forest, a nature reserve, more
historical sites, churches, monuments
and museums anyone would like to count,
in what can only be summarised as a
Hollywood movie set.

All this, within walking distance.
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The most visited, unkown village in Cofru.

Achilleion, the palace of Empress
Elisabeth of Austria, is among the five
most visited historical sites in the whole
of Greece, which by definition makes
Gastouri the most frequented inland
village of the island, if not Greece. Of the
million plus visitors who will spend an
hour or two wondering what it was like
to party at this extravagant location a
century ago, only a handful will ever find
out that Gastouri was in fact, one of the
wealthiest villages in Corfu, well before
the Achillieon palace was built.

The first clue for this wealth is found in
its name, originating from the word
‘gastrd, a pot.

On a fertile island such as Corfu where
most people were (and still are) self-
sufficient for food, skills such as pottery,
carpentry, ironmongery, were the ‘power
industries’ that could generate serious
wealth. Testament are the numerous
mansions and considerably better
dwellings than most other villages still
standing today.







What history cannot explain, are the imposing
houses and countless villas dotted amongst the
many hills and forests of Gastouri, far too many
to be there by chance. There are in fact several
good reasons why the Achilleion and so many
other exclusive properties chose Gastouri to be
their home, reasons which quickly become apparent
with a short hike from Achilleion villas to the
hilltop of Ay. Kyriaki church.
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It may take a moment or two to catch your breath,
if not from the hike, most certainly from the view.
Stunning as the view may be, most of the qualities
which make this region so attractive to disearning
prople are known only to locals, perhaps just as
well, since Gastouri remains one fot he few parts
of the island to escape mass tourism.

At least for now.




With an average elevation of 100-150 meters,
surrounded by lush vegetation and deep forests,
the region of Gastouri enjoys a cooler and drier
summer than most other parts of the island,
while being close to the town centre, some of the
finest beaches on the south west and the east

coast, the new marina in Benitses for yachting,
the Angsana Spa Resort for some pampering, 30
min from the Corfu Golf Club and the largest
horse riding center of the island and finally, at
the end of your day, some really good places to eat.

Gastouri has long been the choice of people who appreciate unspoilt nature, privacy, mild climate,
easy access to entertainment, sports and all that the town has to offer. For some, it is simply the only
location to spend a vacation, or indeed to live.
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At the risk of boring repetition, Corfu differentiates itself from most Greek islands once
again, this time by its diversity in climate, geography, geology, nature, history and cultural
offerings, making it impossible to summarise a list of ‘places to see and things to do'.

If anything, following popular choices will deprive any avid traveller the joy of discovery
and significantly, the opportunity of creating unique memories. With the internet full of
influencers, opinions, guides, maps, ratings and reviews, yet another guide is not only
pointless, but counterintuitive. Don't follow, be inspired .
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The point where water meets land, one of the
most common geographical features on planet
Earth is main reason more than 20 million

people visit Greece every year, a baffling notion
for locals who have no clue what it is to live
in a country where a sunny day makes news
headlines and blue waters is something they
see only screensavers.

Browsing for seaside destinations, Greece
may not live up to images from the Caribbean,
West Indies or other exotic destinations, but
it more than makes up for it with qualities
not apparent on any video.

With thousands of beaches to choose from,
there are choices for every taste, budget and
preference, all with warm, safe waters served
by friendly people, topped with cool drinks,
good food and endless parties.

Corfu takes all this and adds the colour green,
offering more than 120 easily accessible
beaches, some of which could easily be
mistaken for being in the Caribbean. Add a
small boat to your itinerary and you have
access to beaches you wish food delivery by
drones was already a reality.

This extraordinary variety of beaches is thanks
to its unique geology which varies with every
turn of the compass. The south west coast,
arguably the most impressive coastline of the
island, is a blend of golden sandy beaches,
interrupted by rugged cliffs and dark green
forests with Paleokastritsa as the crown jewel
of this string of pearls. Cosy coves surrounded
by jagged rocks, long, soft, sandy beaches
with five star hotels and restaurants, secluded
hideouts between cliffs, will keep you wanting
for more, well after you have left the island.
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Sheltered from the strong southerlies of autumn and westerlies during the summer, the east coast haslittle
in common with the rest of the island's coastlines. With a few notable exceptions, it is characterized by
rocky, harsh beaches and much darker waters due to the rare seaweed that proliferates in these waters,
which by many, makes the fish the tastiest in Greece. True or not, the local fish is exceptional, aficionadd’s
often choosing small varieties such as sardines, white bait and when in season, small red mullet, slow fried
in olive oil, dressed just with salt and lemon juice. The east coast compensates for its lack of luxurious sandy
beaches with calm, clean waters all summer long, perfect for relaxed swimming, snorkelling and lazy sailing.
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HOUATAN

The mountaisides reveal hundreds of villas built
amongst the olive trees which defy the volcanic
rocks and set roots. Limited and often challenging
road access has the benefit of providing privacy,
combined with the stunning views and shelter
from strong summer winds, making the north
east coast the single most valuable real estate on
the island. Ironically, just 50 years ago these lands
were considered worthless.

All this is in stark contrast to the
predominantly rocky north east coastline,
which starts from the foothills of mount
Pantokratoras with fine pebble beaches,
gradually being replaced by volcanic rocks
dropping into the sea, interrupted by small
bays offering shelter to boaters and some
of the finest seafood restaurants on the
island.
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Beyond the port of Kassiopi, The north,
fully exposed to the westerlies, once again
changes its colours and textures to the
point you may well think it's a different
island altogether. Long sandy beaches
alternate with inaccessible rugged
coastlines, creating a blend of untouched
nature and touristic hot spots, sometimes
referred to as the wild north, mount
Poantokratoras standing proud behind
adds a touch of extra drama.




Staying true to its diverse character,
the west coast reveals yet another
very different picture, one could say
almost artistic, starting from the
sandstone carvings of Instagrams
favourite Canal De Amour, to the
long cliffs of Sunset beach at
Peroulades and the hard to get to
Cape Drastis in the middle, all
fighting for attention. These
magnificent sculptures of nature are
the result of powerful winds and
waves which, when in full swing
demand respect.

Finding your favourite beach in Corfu
is often a futile pursuit, as different
places attract and excite in different
ways, with the expression “it can't get
any better than this”, becoming
repetitive. But for those who do
persist, the reward is priceless.
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NATURE EATRAORL

To state but the obvious, compared to the rest
of Greece Corfu is an island blessed unfairly by
nature, a fact often taken for granted by anyone
growing up here, thinking the rest of the world
must be just as wonderful, which is why it was
the extraordinary life experience of the Durrell
family that made the rest of the world aware of
Corfu’s nature

Possibly the most significant element for the
island's fertility and abundance is the weather,
defined by four distinct, yet mild seasons, despite
the effects of global warming. These near perfect
climate cycles go a long way in maintaining
nature balanced, where all forms of life fair well,
including humans.

Thanks to this abundance of food, water and
timber, Corfu became an essential stop for ships

INAIRE

travelling between Greece and Rome five
centuries ago, evidence being the Venetian
shipyard still standing next to Marina Gouvia,
one of the island's several natural harbours. It
wasn't long before the rest of the island's qualities
were appreciated by royalty, scholars, artists
and the wealthy who came to recover from
serious illnesses, to be inspired, or simply spend
their summers.

There is no other island in Greece which can
boast three royal palaces, countless mansions
and possibly the longest list of influential people
that have left their mark on the island. A trend
which continues to this day during the summer
months, with mega yachts rushing to secure
the best anchorage and private jets anxious to
secure parking in the airport.




Dating back to
3500BC, olive trees
in Greece are as
common as rocks,
with the exception
of some really old
500+ year old
examples, olive groves are not
something that normally attract
attention, that is until you take
a drive on the south west coast
of Corfu where olive groves
have been transformed into
forests. Massive forest as far as
the eye can see, often exceeding
30 meters in height replacing
the blue sky with a dark green
canopy that provides shelter
from extreme weather, in turn
creating a new ecosystem.

This being the result of some
unusual

financial

circumstances dating back
some 400 years.

Venice, the first city in the world
to have street lamps became
known as the city of light, lamps
fueled by olive oil. Corfu, then
a colony of Venice, was
commissioned to plant and
produce vast quantities of olive
oil to keep their streets
illuminated. This simple
necessity created an entire
industry with the planting of
some 3 million olive trees, until
gas replaced olive oil. Suddenly
no one needed these huge
quantities of low quality olive
oil, so the trees were simply left
to grow creating these massive,
300+ year old forests which
stand today.

These vast expanses of perennial
trees create a significant drop
in ambient temperature
encouraging rain, which in turn
encourages other forms of
plants, which increase rainfall
even more, transforming Corfu
into the greenest island in
Greece by a huge margin.
Viewing the surrounding
landscapes from the peak of
Mount Pantokratoras, the
colours alone are sufficient
proof of how different Corfu is.

Beitonland, sea, or air, life on
this island thrives with little
effort and remarkable balance,
despite the efforts of the most
intelligent lifeform on this
planet.

So far.










G ACTIVITES

Planning a Greek island holiday begins with
finding the beach of your dreams and
accommodation to suit. Sun, sea, food, drink,
places to party abound everywhere. Everything
else is optional. Sports, even water sports, are
often an afterthought, something to justify
overindulgence, or the opportunity to try
something new, a change of routine. Whatever
the incentives, few are those who plan a
sporting holiday to Greece.

Totally understandable.

The simple truth is that Corfu is not an ideal
destination for any single sport. Confusingly,
this makes it a good place for many sports on
arecreational level, perfect for when you are
on holiday. Hiking and cycling, the simplest
of all sporting activities, are just delightful
during spring and autumn, from lonely
beaches to mountain goat trails, forgotten
back roads through forests and remote villages,
there are routes to take it slow with a camera,
or work up an appetite for a feast.




» But it's the irresistible turquoise waters of the Ionian where
everyone wants to be during the summer months, with
more than 120 beaches to choose from, most of the larger
organized ones offer the usual assortment of water sports
one expects to find these days. Corfu is particularly well
suited to calm water activities such as water skiing, scuba
diving, snorkelling, stand up paddle boarding, kayaking,
which explains the notable scarcity of wind sports. Certain
parts of the island exposed to the moderate afternoon sea
breezes do offer some basic sailing boats and windsurf
boards, but they are few and far between.

R It is this lack of strong winds which puts a lot of smiles on
everyone else's faces, boaters can enjoy many days of tranquil
e waters, clear waters make snorkelling and scuba diving a
= * 5 ] joy, swimmers can choose their favourite beach anywhere
on the island without the threat of being sandblasted and
sun bathers don't have run after flying umbrellas. With the
exception of those few days when the winds do become
quite frisky, the Ionian waters are considered relatively safe,
without extreme currents, tide or dangerous sea creatures.
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Family friendly as many beaches are, the sea does not forgive reckless or stupid behaviours,
basic precautions and common sense should always prevail be it on land, but especially at sea.
One could easily spend an entire summer by the beach, but Corfu offers a number of surprising

alternatives which do not require getting wet.



Sweating for pleasure when on holiday,
unsurprisingly is not everyone's idea of the
perfect summer holiday on an island as gentle
as Corfu. With a rich history and culture in
the arts, notably music, literature and painting,
Corfu once again surprises newcomers with
its 16 full marching philharmonic societies
that offer free music lessons to children, a
tradition which has resulted in one quarter
of the local population to be musically trained.

The extraordinary number of royal palaces,
mansions and aristocratic homes have
attracted countless famous artists throughout
the history of Corfu, who's creations can be
found in local museums and private collections.
The Corfu reading society maintains a library
of rare literary works, while the author of the
national anthem, Dionisios Solomos enjoys
his own museum, well worth visiting.

This cultural wealth is the foundation of various  Corfu may be one of the best European seaside
art classes on offer every summer thatinclude, ~ destinations to spend summers, but it can keep
but may not be limited to painting, pottery, = many people very happy, all year round.
glass works, photography and of course music.
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Are two ingredients which determine the fate of
any travel. Get these two right and everything else
can be forgiven, well almost. Even with all the
reviews, guides and unbiased opinions available
at our fingertips nowadays, finding the food that
suits your pallet is always a challenge. Having an
understanding of the local produce and what to
look for in a dish, goes a long way into making your
trip one to remember, rather than forget.

Greek cuisine is fundamentally simple in
preparation, relying on good produce, fresh
herbs from the garden and of course generous
volumes of olive oil for those deep, rich flavors
it is known for, almost always complemented
with feta and or yogurt. Neighbouring regions
have added their own influences to these core
values, Italian being the dominant one in Corfu.
Sofriot and Pastitsatha are the signature meat
dishes of Venetian origin, while bourthedo
and bianco are the corresponding fishy dishes.
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Needless to say you can find all the usual
offerings on which Greeks grew up on, from
mousaka to gemista just about anywhere, but
in popular tourist hotspots it may take some
effort to source freshly made, authentic recipes.

Traditional Greek dishes are and will always be
crowd pleasers for their simple, hearty, honest
flavors, the best examples are easier to be found
in the villages away from tourist hot spots, better
still, if you can sweet talk a local mama to prepare
a few extra portions from her kitchen, you will
be hard pressed to find something better from
any taverna. The same applies for the many
kinds of grilled meats, Greeks tend not to
marinate or even tenderize their meats, relying
on its raw quality to make the difference. Corfu
is well known for its slow roasted whole lamb,
a must have for easter, but ever present at all

major summer festivals throughout the island,
so getting your fingers oily is never difficult.

But it’s the local fish which takes the crown as
the most prized food to put on a plate. Lightly
grilled, dressed with salt, olive oil, lemon juice
is the way to appreciate just how good freshly
caught wild Ionian fish is. No sauces, no side
dishes, no salads, no dips, not even herbs. If
you can trust the source of the fish, this is the
only way for sea food aficionados to enjoy the
catch of the day. Better still, be at the local market

of Corfu town early in the morning and be
spoiled for choice. If available, get some
‘almyricha, a grass which grows on seaside
rocks, naturally salty, lightly boiled, it adds an
extraordinary dimension to any grilled fish.

kKavark Voskentc

What Greek cuisine lacks in sophistication,
makes up for it with some exceptional
ingredients. Olive oil, yogurt, Ionian fish, meat
from the northern mountains, grains and
legumes from select regions, ancient varieties

of tomatoes, cucumbers and other vegetables,
fresh salads and herbs from the garden, such
simple things that are becoming ever so scares
the bigger and more ‘developed’ a city becomes.
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opular destinations in the World, Greece is also a vi
ical things to do and places to see, something that suits
t industry rather well, but at the cost of denying many people
true adventure, discovery and ultimately memories
ique to them, not shared with millions of others.

idea of the ultimate travel experience is and
unizlue, which, by definition there cannot be
any top things to do and see’. By all means learn all
you can about a destination, but if you want
to find your place in Greece, that one
place which makes you feel like a
Greek God, where you are on
top of the World, break
away from the crowd
and carve out your
own route.

There is no substitute for
the thrill of discovery
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Nearby Services

TEL +30 26610 57401

TEL +30 26610 57015

TEL +30 26610 31595

https://astikoktelkerkyras.gr/en/itineraries/ E. -

Takis & Yiorgos
TEL +30 698 770 9080
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& Facilites

Bakery

Daily fresh
traditional offerings

Local cuisine
TEL +30 2661056256

Spa Resort

TEL +30 26610 22300

https://www.angsana.com/greece/corfu

Yacht charter
Restaurant / Cafe

https://www.benitsesmarina.com/

Beaches
Shopping
Entertainment

Benits
u amE
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Pool Rules

Welcome to your cozy home away from home !
For your well being and enjoyment, please follow the rules below.

NO LIFEGUARD ON DUTY. Swim at your own risk

- All persons using the pool do so at their own risk.

- Owners and management are not responsible for
accidents orinjuries.

- NO diving, jumping, running or horseplay.

- NO food or glassware allowed in the pool

- Children under the age of 12 must be accompanied and
supervised by an adult guardian.

- All bathers must shower before entering the pool

- People with skin disease, open lesions, diarrhea, etc.,
are not allowed to enter the pool.

EUROPEAN EMERGENCY m
ASSISTANTS NUMBER

NETWORk: achilleionvillas.com
PASSWORD: achilleionvillas!!




How To

Welcome to your cozy home away from home !
For your convenience, below are instructions for Essential utilities.

— Villa Sissi

WASHING MACHINE DISH WASHER

OVEN HOOD ABSORBER

To activate the hood, gently pull the knob on the wood above the oven.
Over the wood door on the right side above, there is a on/off switch.

— Villa Elizabeth

WASHING MACHINE

OVEN HOOD ABSORBER

To activate the hood, gently tilt the elegant glass panel forward. You'll find a stylish button located at
the center, press it and the button will pop up. Rotate it smoothly to select your desired power level,
allowing you to control the ventilation to suit your cooking needs. When you're done, just press the
button back down and tilt the glass to its original position for a seamless finish.
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EMERGENCY NUMBERS

European Emergency Numbelmip:

100

166

199

107
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USEFUL NUMBERS

Airport Police

Port Authority

+30 26613 60400

+30 26608 82390

+30 26610 39503

+30 26610 20824

+30 26613 65211
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